
 

 
ANAGRAFICA  
Migration, Diversity, and Non-Discrimination  
Nome insegnamento: Attila TANYI (https://www.unimi.it/it/ugov/person/attila-tanyi) 
Time and day: Monday and Tuesday, 16.30-18.30 
Team code:   
TBA 
Teams Link:  
TBA 
 Locations:  
TBA 
  
 
RIGUARDO AL CORSO   
How should the liberal state respond to cultural diversity? To what extent should it treat new 
arrivals, as opposed to its old citizens, differently? What duties, and rights, follow from the 
acceptance, or denial, of migrants to state territory? Should newcomers be integrated and if so, 
how? Should there be any discrimination against immigrants? Why? Why not? 
 
The course is organized in three modules corresponding to the three areas in its title: migration, 
diversity, and non-discrimination. The three modules, however, will not have equal representation. 
Most of the course will focus on migration (4 weeks) and its different aspects (refugees, labour 
migration, open orders, among others). It will then zoom in on diversity (2 weeks), through the 
discussion of multiculturalism and liberalism. Finally, non-discrimination (1 week) will be 
discussed toward the end of the course by connecting the topic to the topic of migration.  
 
Prerequisites: no prerequisties are required for this course. 
 
   
METODI DIDATTICI  
The course will be a mix of lectures and seminar discussion. Each week two two-hour sessions 
will take place. One of these sessions, in the first 8 weeks of the course, will be a lecture: max one 
hour followed by a short break and a Q/A (open plenum discussion). The other session will be 
devoted to the discussion of readings, max. two per session (altogether ca. 40-50 pages). For each 
week, there are assigned main readings that are compulsory and will form the topic of seminar 
discussion; and complamentary readings that are not compulsory and can be used to deepen one’s 
knowledge of the topic (and, for example, to base their final essay submission on). In the last two 
weeks of the course, students will give brief presentations in the seminars in course toward 
preparing their written essays and to receive feedback.  
 
 
MODALITA’ DI VERIFICA DELL’APPRENDIMENTO  
Students attending at least 70% of the sessions will be assessed on the basis of:  

https://www.unimi.it/it/ugov/person/attila-tanyi


 

• a short essay of max 5000 words. Students are required to submit a one-page outline for 
feedback prior to writing the essay;  

• a presentation on a topic of their choice. This should be roughly the same topic as their 
eventual essay submission;  

• Note that attending students must sign up for an oral exam date in order to receive a grade, 
but they will not actually come to the exam (in other words, the sign-up is purely a 
formality).  

 
Non-attending students (i.e. students who have attended less than 70% of the sessions) will be 
assessed on the basis of:  

• a short essay of max 5000 words. Students are required to submit a one-page outline for 
feedback prior to writing the essay;  

• an oral examination in which their essay will be discussed with them.   
   
Due Dates:  
For the essay: one week before the date of the oral exam to which the student signs up.  
For outlines: one month before the date of the oral exam to which the student signs up.  
  
Students will get a bonus based on active participation.  
  
  
PROGRAMMA DI INSEGNIMENTO 
  
Week 8 (teaching week 1; w/c Feb 16): Mapping the landscape 
 
Date (16 Feb), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (17 Feb), second session: seminar (readings below) 
  
Main reading:  
• Michael Dummett, “Immigration.” Res Publica 10, 115–122 (2004). 

https://doi.org/10.1023/B:RESP.0000034635.33014.da 
• Kymlicka, Will (2019) “The rise and fall of multiculturalism? New debates on inclusion and 

accommodation in diverse societies”, International Social Science Journal 68: 133-148, 
DOI: 10.1111/issj.12188 

 
Complamentary reading: 
• Song, Sarah (2018) “Political Theories of Migration”, Annual Review of Political Science 21: 

385–402, DOI: 10.1146/annurev-polisci-082317-093019 
• Higgins, Peter (2018) “The Rights and Duties of Immigrants in Liberal Societies”, 

Philosophy Compass, DOI: 10.1111/phc3.12527 
• Vitikainen, Annamari (2017) “Multiculturalism and Political Philosophy”, Oxford Research 

Encyclopedia of Politics, DOI: 10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.252 

https://doi.org/10.1023/B:RESP.0000034635.33014.da


 

MODULE 1: MIGRATION 
   
Week 9 (teaching week 2; w/c Feb 23): The open borders debate  
 
Date (23 Feb), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (24 Feb), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading:  
• Joseph Carens, The Ethics of Immigration. Oxford University Press. 2013. Chapter 11: “The 

Case for Open Borders.” pp. 225-254.  
• David Miller, Strangers in our Midst. Harvard University Press. 2016. Chapter 4: “Closed 

borders” pp. 38-56. 
  
Complementary reading:  
• Abizadeh, A., 2008, “Democratic Theory and Border Coercion: No Right to Unilaterally 

Control Your Own Borders,” Political Theory, 36: 37–65. DOI: 10.1177/0090591707310090 
• Michael Blake (2014). “The right to exclude.” Critical Review of International Social and 

Political Philosophy, 17:5, 521-537, DOI: 10.1080/13698230.2014.919056 
• Fine, S. (2013), “The Ethics of Immigration: Self-Determination and the Right to Exclude.” 

Philosophy Compass, 8: 254-268. https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12019 
• Shacknove, A. E. (1985). “Who is a refugee?” Ethics, 95(2), 274–284. 
• Gibney, MJ. “The ethics of refugees.” Philosophy Compass. 2018; 13:e12521. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12521 
• Cherem, M. (2016), “Refugee Rights.” Journal of Politica Philosophy, 24: 183-205. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12071 
  
   
Week 10 (teaching week 3; w/c March 2): Refugees 
 
Date (02 March), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (03 March), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading: 
 
• Matthew Lister, “Who are Refugees?” Law and Philosophy, Vol. 32, No. 5 (September 

2013), pp. 645-671. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/24572417 
• Matthew Gibney, “Refugees and justice between states” European Journal of Political 

Theory, 2015, 14(4), 448–463. DOI: 10.1177/1474885115585325 
 
Complamentary reading: 
• Shacknove, A. E. (1985). “Who is a refugee?” Ethics, 95(2), 274–284. URL: 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2380340 . 

https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12019
https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12521
https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12071
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24572417


 

• Gibney, MJ. “The ethics of refugees.” Philosophy Compass. 2018; 13:e12521. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12521 

• Cherem, M. (2016), Refugee Rights. Journal of Political Philososophy, 24: 183-205. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12071 

• David Miller, Strangers in our Midst. Harvard University Press. 2016. Chapter 5: Refugees. 
76-94. 

• Joseph Carens, The Ethics of Immigration. Oxford University Press. 2013. Chapter 10: 
Refugees. 192-225. 

• Owen, David. "Refugees, Fairness and Taking up the Slack: On Justice and the International 
Refugee Regime " Moral Philosophy and Politics, vol. 3, no. 2, 2016, pp. 141-164. 
https://doi.org/10.1515/mopp-2016-0001 

• Parekh, Serena (2020) “Reframing the refugee crisis: from rescue to interconnection” Ethics 
& Global Politics 13: 21-32.  https://doi.org/10.1080/16544951.2020.1735013 
 

 
Week 11 (teaching week 4; w/c March 9): Labour migration  
  
Date (09 March), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (10 March), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading: 
• Desiree Lim, “Low-Skilled Migrants and the Historical Reproduction of Immigration 

Injustice” Ethical Theory and Moral Practice volume 24, pages 1229–1244 (2021). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10677-021-10240-1 

• Alasia Nuti, “Temporary Labor Migration within the EU as Structural Injustice” Ethics and 
International Affairs 32 (2):203-225 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1017/S089267941800031X 
 

Complementary reading: 
• Joseph Carens, The Ethics of Immigration. Oxford University Press. 2013. Chapter 6: 

Temporary workers. 110-128. 
• David Miller, Strangers in our Midst. Harvard University Press. 2016. Chapter 6: Economic 

migrants. 94-112. 
• Hidalgo J (2010). “An argument for guest worker programs.” Public Affairs Quarterly 

24(1):21–38. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/25704871 
• Young, Iris Marion. “Responsibility and global justice: a social connection model.” Social 

Philosophy and Policy 23, no. 1 (2006): 102–30. doi:10.1017/S0265052506060043. 
• Aragon, C. and Jaggar, A.M. (2018). “Agency, Complicity, and the Responsibility to Resist 

Structural Injustice.” Journal of Social Philosophy, 49: 439-460. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/josp.12251 

 
 
Week 12 (teaching week 5; w/c March 16): Integration  
  
Date (16 March), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 

https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12521
https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12071
https://doi.org/10.1515/mopp-2016-0001
https://doi.org/10.1080/16544951.2020.1735013
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10677-021-10240-1
https://doi.org/10.1017/S089267941800031X
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25704871
https://doi.org/10.1111/josp.12251


 

Date (17 March), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading: 
• David Miller, Strangers in our Midst. Harvard University Press. 2016. Chapter 8: Integrating 

Immigrants. 130-151. 
• Helder De Schutter, Lea Ypi, “Mandatory Citizenship for Immigrants” British Journal of 

Political Science, Vol. 45, No. 2 (APRIL 2015), pp. 235-251. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123414000568 

 
Complementary reading: 
• Klarenbeek, L. M., “Reconceptualising ‘integration as a two-way process’” Migration 

Studies, Volume 9, Issue 3, September 2021, Pages 902–921 
• Schinkel, W. “Against ‘immigrant integration’: for an end to neocolonial knowledge 

production.” CMS 6, 31 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-018-0095-1 
• Klarenbeek, L.M. “Relational integration: a response to Willem Schinkel.” CMS 7, 20 

(2019). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-019-0126-6 
• Lenard, P.T. “Residence and the Right to Vote.” International Migration & Integration 16, 

119–132 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-014-0328- 
• Duarte, M. (2018). “Who should be granted electoral rights at the state level?” Etikk I Praksis 

Nordic Journal of Applied Ethics, 12(2), 27-45. https://doi.org/10.5324/eip.v12i2.2411 
• Joseph Carens, The Ethics of Immigration. Oxford University Press. 2013. Chapter 3: 

Naturalisation. 45-61. Chapter 8: The Theory of social membership. 158-169 
 
MODULE 2: DIVERSITY 
  
Week 13 (teaching week 6; w/c March 23): Liberalism and multiculturalism I 
  
Date (23 March), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (24 March), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading: 
• Galston, William (1995) “Two Concepts of Liberalism”, Ethics 105, 516-534. URL: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2382140 
• Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Odysseys: Navigating the New International Politics of 

Diversity. Oxford University Press. 2007. Chapter 3: “The Forms of Liberal 
Multiculturalism.” 61-86 pp. 

 
Complementary reading: 
• Chandran Kukathas, “Liberalism and Multiculturalism: The Politics of Indifference” 

Political Theory, Vol. 26, No. 5 (Oct., 1998), pp. 686-699. URL: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/191768 

• Chandran Kukathas, “Are there any Cultural Rights?” Political Theory, 20(1), 105–139. 
https://doi-org.mime.uit.no/10.1177/0090591792020001006 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123414000568
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-018-0095-1
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-019-0126-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-014-0328-
https://doi.org/10.5324/eip.v12i2.2411
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2382140
https://www.jstor.org/stable/191768
https://doi-org.mime.uit.no/10.1177/0090591792020001006


 

• Chandran Kukathas, “Equality and Diversity” Politics, Philosophy & Economics 2002 1:2, 
185-212. 

• Will Kymlicka, Politics in the Vernacular : Nationalism, Multiculturalism, and Citizenship. 
Oxford University Press. 2001. Chapter 8: “The Theory and Practice of Immigrant 
Multiculturalism.” 152-176. Chapter 15: “Minority Nationalism and Immigrant Integration.” 
275-289. 

• Song, Sarah, “Multiculturalism”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2020 
Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = 
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2020/entries/multiculturalism/ 
 

  
NOTE: NO CLASSES WEEKS 14 & 15 (March 30 - APRIL 12) 
  
  
Week 16 (teaching week 7; w/c April 13): Liberalism and multiculturalism II  
  
Date (13 April), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (14 April), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading: 
• Barry, Brian (2001) “The Strategy of Privatization”, in: Barry: Culture and Equality. 

Cambridge Mass.: Harward University Press, 19-62.  
 
Complementary reading: 
• Kymlicka, Will (1989): “The Value of Cultural Membership” and “Equality for Minority 

Cultures”, in Kymlicka: Liberalism, Community and Culture. Oxford: Clarendon University 
Press, 162-205. (44p.) 

• Vitikainen, Annamari (2015): “Equality and Culture”, in Vitikainen: The Limits of Liberal 
Multiculturalism. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 19-44.  

• Quong, Jonathan (2006) “Cultural Exemptions, Expensive Tastes, and Equal Opportunities”, 
Journal of Applied Philosophy 23(1), 53-71. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-
5930.2006.00320.x  

 
 
MODULE 3: NON-DISCRIMINATION  
  
Week 17 (teaching week 8; w/c April 20): Migration and discrimination 
  
Date (20 April), first session: lecture, title (TBA) 
Date (21 April), second session: seminar (readings below) 
 
Main reading: 

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2020/entries/multiculturalism/
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5930.2006.00320.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5930.2006.00320.x


 

• Désirée Lim (2024). “Bordering and status-harms.” Ethics & Global Politics, 17:2-3, 51-
67.  https://doi.org/10.1080/16544951.2024.2367770 

• Mollie Gerver, Miranda Simon, Patrick Lown & Dominik Duell (2024). “The immigration 
discrimination dilemma”. Ethics & Global Politics, 17:2-3, 27-
50 https://doi.org/10.1080/16544951.2024.2377848 

 
Complementary reading: 
• David Owen (2024). “The value of the concept of discrimination in contexts of migration: 

the case of structural discrimination”. Ethics & Global Politics 17 (2-3): 9-26. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/16544951.2024.2361564 

• Sahar Akhtar (2024) Discrimination and the exclusion of people with disabilities, Ethics & 
Global Politics, 17:2-3, 68-82. https://doi.org/10.1080/16544951.2024.2361562 

 
 
NOTE: NO CLASSES WEEK 18 & 19 (APRIL 27 – MAY 10) 
  
 
MODULE 4: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS    
     
 
Week 20 (teaching week 9; w/c May 11): Student presentations 
 
Date (11 May), first session: presentation slot (TBA) 
Date (12 May), second session: presentation slot (TBA) 
 
  
Week 21 (teaching week 10; w/c May 18): Student presentations 
 
Date (18 May), first session: presentation slot (TBA) 
Date (19 May), second session: presentation slot (TBA) 
 
 
NB: Changes to this programme are possible.  
 
Students can find the used materials, in most cases, via the provided DOI links. The readings are 
also uploaded to the course’s Ariel site.  
 
If you have any problem accessing the course material, feel free to contact Attila Tanyi 
(attila.tanyi@unimi.it).  
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