
COURSE SCHEDULE: BIOETHICS: DISTRIBUTIONAL QUESTIONS 
IN HEALTH CARE  
 
 
(Note: the list below indicates the order of discussion and the material to be discussed. The 
exact seminar structure might, however, change, in the course of the semester.) 
 
 
1. Overview: main concepts.  
Beauchamp and Childress, Principles of Biomedical Ethics, Chapter 4 
 
2. The right to health care. 
Beauchamp, “The Right to Health Care in a Capitalistic Democracy”, in. Bole and Bondeson 
(eds.), Rights to Health Care 
 
3. Libertarianism I 
Buchanan, “Rights, Obligations, and the Special Importance of Health Care”, in. Bole and 
Bondeson (eds.), Rights to Health Care 
 
4. Libertarianism II 
Buchanan, “Managed Care: Rationing without Justice, but not Unjustly”, in. Buchanan, 
Justice and Health Care 
 
5. Utilitarianism I 
Gibbard, “Health Care and the Prospective Pareto Principle”, in. Ethics 
 
6. Utilitarianism II 
Lockwood, “Quality of Life and Resource Allocation”, in. Singer and Kuhse (eds.), Bioethics 
 
7. Egalitarianism I 
Daniels, Just Health Care, Chapters 2 and 3 
 
8. Egalitarianism II 
Dworkin, “Justice in the Distribution of Health Care”, in. McGill Law Journal 
 
9. Communitarianism I 
Emanuel, The Ends of Human Life, Chapter 4 
 
10. Communitarianism II 
Emanuel, The Ends of Human Life, Chapter 6 
 
11. Fair procedures 
Daniels and Sabin, “Limits to Health Care”, in. Philosophy and Public Affairs 
 
12. Health vs. health care I 
Brock, “Broadening the Bioethics Agenda”, in. Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal 
 
13. Health vs. health care II 
Segall, “Is Health Care (Still) Special?”, in. The Journal of Political Philosophy 
 
14. Global health care  
Buchanan, “Specifying the Content of the Human Right to Health Care”, in. Buchanan, 
Justice and Health Care 
 


