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Course requirements. The course will be completed by a 5-15 page long paper
(Times New Roman, 12, 1.5) written by the student on topics that are related to the
course (length depending on whether the student completes a Hausarbeit or an Essay).
Topics must be discussed with the course instructor and must have his permission.
During the course student presentations will also be possible (they will be compulsory
if the number of students will not be higher than the number of occasions). The idea
for these presentations, however, is not that the student gives a lecture to the other
participants of the course, but that he/she guides us through the text, by summarizing
the author’s position and making critical remarks and commentaries.
Course material. Since we will read one book, it is important that we have the same
edition. The one we will use is G. E. Moore: Principia Ethica, Dover Philosophical
Classics, Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, 2004. The book is not available in
the Library but can be purchased online – on Amazon.de and Abebooks.de - for under
6 EUR.
Background and overview reading. For those who want to read something on
Moore’s philosophy before the start of the course, the relevant Stanford
Encyclopaedia of Philosophy entries (one on Moore, and one specifically on his moral
philosophy) are recommended. The semester apparat of the course as well as the
material available online in ILIAS will contain secondary material on Moore’s
philosophy. These databases will be available by the start of the course in October.
Grading. The final grade will be composed of three parts: seminar participation and
attendance (15%), seminar presentation (15%), final paper (70%). My grading policy
for student papers is the following: for a grade between 1 and 2, the student must
present an original idea in some (convincing) detail, in addition to giving a good and
correct summary of Moore’s relevant discussion; for a grade between 2 and 3, the
student must prove to have a competent grasp of Moore’s relevant arguments by
giving a good summary, pointing out the weak points, perhaps making suggestions
how to overcome such weaknesses; for a grade between 3 and 4, the student must
show that he/she understands Moore’s text.
Course schedule. We will read Moore’s book chapter by chapter. As for the
organization of the seminar, each session will begin with a student presentation
(unless there are outstanding problems left over from the previous session), which
will be followed by open discussion.
(Note. There are altogether 15 occasions to meet in the semester. However, one falls
out due to national holiday, and another because it is next week’s introductory
seminar. This leaves us with 13 occasions to meet. Below I have listed 12, which
gives us some leeway when scheduling discussion during the semester.)
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COURSE SCHEDULE
(Note. Section numbers are listed first; page numbers follow in brackets.)
All references are to the following edition of Moore’s book: G. E. Moore: Principia
Ethica, Dover Philosophical Classics, Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, 2004
Seminar 1. 1-14 (1-21)
Seminar 2. 15-23 (21-36)
Seminar 3. 24-35 (37-58)
Seminar 4. 36-44 (59-74)
Seminar 5. 45-57 (74-96)
Seminar 6. 58-65 (96-110)
Seminar 7. 66-71 (110-122)
Seminar 8. 72-85 (122-141)
Seminar 9. 86-100 (142-167)
Seminar 10. 101-109 (167-182)
Seminar 11. 110-123 (183-207)
Seminar 12. 124-135 (207-225)
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